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- Shape of the Saltwater Registry

» The 2009 Fluke Season Prognosis




ether one is
using wire line or
guper brad outfits,
ag discussed 1 opart one of
this  three-part article
series, they will need g
selection of spoons, While
many anglers like nmbrells
rigs, spoons are much easi-
er to roll and in this cap-
tiin's experience, generally
take larger fish. They are
also more consistent than
umbrella figs: In the long
run, spoans will cost fess
than zoft plastic figs as they
do not require replacing
torn up shad after each
bump from a Blue. By the
end of the day umbrella ngs
might cost you more than
bait. As a matter of fact
there is a spoon spreader
it there o match -the
small bmt hatch of the fall
and it's indestructible.
Howewver, if the need to
deplov an umbreells rig ans-
es, the same rods will work. To recount the previous arti-
cle about rod action, the stiff mods that work great for
trolling speons can troll umbrellas without any of the prob-
lems associsled with trolling softies. A Good stiff 8 foot rod
can -doe both, 0 the number of rods one pesds can be
retdied,

Crvmslzad spoons wil aegel e
bigaad Krd of Dass in amy
lacals.

stainless stesl unless it's
properly  treated before
painting.. Stainless first
needs o be “passivated” (a
eofvent and eleclrolysis
processy, and then won or
#ine phosphate etched prior
to finishing, If they are pow-
der coated after these
processes, the fnish will
last forever Sure they will
get seratch from Blves, bt
the finish will not peel. Ask
at the tackle shop about the
finish before buying the
SRO0NE, Spoons with supe-
rior finishes are waorth
one's spending the extra
few dollars to by

Ancther point to consider
i5 that some spoons are
made from a light gauge
stainless and will bend
rather easily. This could either add te the action or destroy
it, Generally, a flatter spoon will have good action but a
severely bent one will have & tendency to spin at lower
speeds. Even though we tooll at slow speeds for bass we
glill need a little zip, Spoons should be made of at least 18-
gauge stainless steel. If one can flex the spoon with & fewr

Big Stripers Can’t Resist a Properiy Trolled Spoon
Part 2: Choosing Spoons and Dutrodders
By Capt. Rob Sabalowsky

Selecting speons

There are dozens of spoons from which an angler can
select. They all catch bass from time to time however
some work better than others do. The cost of one spoon
could range anywhere from 10 1o 40 dollars, and the most
EXpEnsive & not necessarily the best.

Mast bunker spoons are patnted stainless steel, They
start out as whatever color they were when purchased, but
by the end of the day they are silver. Nothing sticks to
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pounds of pressure it's probably too light and will cause
trouble,

Take alook at the *Nuts and Bolts™ of the thing as well.
Spoons should have nylon lock nuts of the proper length so
hooks can be replaced, which ¢an be done for under 2 dol-
tars. Without the lock nuts, vibration will loosen the keels
and hooks will mysteriously fall off of the spoon. Some
spoong are nveted to eliminate the problem, but replacing
hooks on those models iz 4 chore,

aome spoons have a single small hook hung off the tail,



with a single 10/0 or 1240 hook in the body of the spoon, a
big main hook and a treble attached to it | find the two
hook setup has a better hookup ratio than a single hook,

Sume Spoons have a keel weight that can be adjusted
cloge to the nose or'slid back an inch or twis, However, the
best action is achieved when the keel is moved as far for-
ward as possible, | think the movable keels were original-
ly developed because the designer didn't know what to
expect from the Jure. Form that point on everyone thought
it was & necessary option and it was “monkey see, monkey
do” with spoon manufacturers. Some of the newer brands
have eliminated this option and have the keel permanent-
ly set in the forward position where it works best.

Some spoons have teaser tails incorporated into their
trailer hooks, Look for spoons with synthetic hair. Buckeail
books nice, but a single bluefish can hite most of it off in &
single encounter. The best teaser tails are made from syn-
thetic hair and will last a Jot longer than the natural stuff.

Lastly, studies Iaive proven lures with eves and rattles
catch more fish. Many independent tests have proven this
to be absalutely true. Buy spoons that rattle and bead eyes,
which will add attraction to the lures, If epoons with all the
extras are nol available, add some peel and stick eves or
color the eyes in with an indelible magic marker. One can
also break out the fly vise and tie some synthetic hair on
the stinger hook. Tt will definitely improve its effective-
ness. A good quality spoon can last several seasons before
nesding any maintenance.

Buying a couple of every size, color and style af trofling
spoon available will set an angler back as much as a mart-
gage. Fortunately, anglers only need to start out with i few.
We're all familiar with the old eliché *Bigper bails catch
bigger fish” Generally speaking this is a statement in
which this captain strongly agrees. While smaller spoons
will generally catch smaller fish and bigger spoons will
catch bigger fish, a compromise falls somewhere around 10
or 11 inches. A spoon of this size will catch bass of just
about every size, from shorts 1o real trophies.

The next decision Le make is color, While white is a time
tested color, this captain prefecs different colors. We all
know Yellow has been catching hass since, well, forevet.
What serious angler hasn't got yellow pluge and jigs in
their arsenal? Yet vellow spoons are a rarity. Inshore salt
water filters the reflected light of some colors in the spec.
trum more than others; and this light fltration incresses
with depth, For example, red is practically invisible at 20
feet deep, so red is a color | stay away from. Yellow iz a
color that remains bright and highly visible ar all depths.
Green is another color that is not affected by the filtering
progerties of salt water This captam refers to the two hest
colors as “hass vellow and “bluefish green”, as vellow
seems to calch more bass than green and green catches
more bluefish than bass. The ratio might vary 2 bit from
day to-day, but over time yellow has proven to be the hest
color for bass,
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The color blue can also
be wery productive at
times. One day, while
thinking about the blue-
black herring run in
early spring and ate fall,
I cut down a bunker
spoon to make it narmow,
like the body of a herring, and painted the top half of it blue.
The thing worked like magic! During the runs, [ would run
a blue spoon with any other color and found that all of the
fish came in on the blue one, The only time T ciught a fish
on the other colors is when | got 2 double and the blue
spoon was hit first, Unfortunately, blue is another rarity at
tackle shops. One way around this i to paint 1/2 of 3 white
spoon biue. I guarantee it will produce.

For some reason, silver spoans don't seem to work for
this spoon trolling angler. In fact, [ doa't even own one any-
more! Yellow and Green will do the job and i one can dig
little deeper into their wallet, they should pick up a blue
spoan or two, or at leasl a white spoon and & can of light
blue spray paint.

To heck with the haschl

Trolling big spoons is a great way to target big bass, but
most spoon draggers still have some umbrells rigs on

“If a patient angler sticks with big spoons, il
15 trie his or her numbers will go down, but
the few gquality fish that they will catch will
eqsily compensate for the low nuwmbers,”

board for times wheo
peanut  bunker, sand
eels, ramfish and other
small forage iz thick.
They think that the bass,
which are obviously
keyed in on smiall bait,
won't take a big spoon.
Nothing could be farther from the truth. In this scenario, if
a patient angler sticks with big spocns, it is trie his or her
numbers will go down, but the few quality fish that they
will catch will easily compenzate for the low numbers.
Anyone can catch a hundred “sharts” by dragming umbrel-
la rigs. However, coming back with a couple of bass that B0
“THUD" when they are thrown onto the dock will earn an
angler much more respect.

Watching it sposn styta

If one's patience grows thin while trolling big spoons with
no results, there = 3 downsized spoon technique that
anglers can employ to liven up the day. Shad umbrella rigs
are heavy, tangle often, reguire expensive bait replacement
mamtenance and are dangerous on the deck with a fish or
two fopping around on the hooks, Instead of going to the
umbrells rig, take a simple spreader bar and attach two
small Krocodile or Clark spoons at the ends with about an
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CW CRAB
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STICKS THE
COMPETITION




A companson of spoon does. On the alf s o “siordord” geoon which
will toke syvmndiing Bom schociles to dobs, The “hose® ipoon on ihe
fight In used o lasgel arly fraphy fish,

B-mch drop, In the center, rig up a 2-foot drop with snap
swivel, and clip on a big spoon, Be sure 1o use monofila-
ment of 100-pound test or more on the spreader rig. There
15 @ good reason for using this heavy line. By nggmg it with
All-pound test, for example, and an angler has two or three
big fish katch on at the same time; then inevitably the fish
will decide to go in different directions and there will be a
parting of their ways,

When things are slow, troll this rig along with 2 big spoan
on the other rod. This technique will bring encugh action
lo keep one busy while they're waiting for a nice ane to
come along, Quite often, that nice one will take the big
sponn at the center of the spreader rig. Best of all, one
doesn’t need Lo contmuously replace soft plastic when
bluefish are in the mix. After having some fun with small-
er fish, this captain likes to replace the spreader with a big
spoon, settle in and Jook for & few trophy-size fish. By my
slandards, a good day is not 100 shorts, but rather a few
heavy weights,
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