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ithout & doubt,
i;g; there  are lois
anglers out there
who hate: to trofl. Perhaps
some feel that way becauze
they zimple don't know
howr to troll or therr trolling
skillz - are oot up 1o pac
(Mher may detest the roll
becanse they don't want to
incur the added expense of
obtaining the specialized
trolling gear necessary o
do it snccessfully, Love it or
hate it, broling big spoons
is one of the most effective
methods of catching trophy
bass. Fortunately, some of
the  tackle that anglers
already own is sufficient for
guecessiul spoon trolling,
The series of articles is
mntended to serve a8 @ giide
for theze who are new o
spoon trollmg for stoped
basa. Learning the mechan-
s of the spoon bl wall
help any angier become A
successful  bass  “spoon
feeder?.

T start, anglers need a
pair of rod and reel combos
suited for the sk, What
determunes which' tvpes of

Thi oulhos wifh G big shiped boss
thot atiocked o T&T Tagkis “Homsa
poon” pulked on wie ing in he
wenly of Ihe Snewsbury Rocks.

Troling big spaoons |8 o dynamiha
woy o foget the Diggest kind of
Bhipira

wire, creste an electrical
charge that will cause pit-
ting on the spool. Chrome-
brass spools are less affect-
ed by this phenomenon.
Carbon  praphite  spools
have = tendency to warp
urider the gide-to-side pres-
sure exerted from the hack-
ing and wire when it's
wound trightly,. Hard plastic
spoals can explode under
this pressure,

Once a reel 1z found Chat
15 suitable for wire line, one
necds to know how fo set it
up forwire. First, one obyvi-
gusly needs fo buy some
wire lme. Usunlly anglers
buy-a 0-foot spool of 40-
pound to S0-pound Monel
or stainless steel wice.
Monel, an alloy of copper
and’ nickel, has been s luug
time favorite, but the rizing
cost of these metsls has

Big Stripers Can't Resist a Properly Trolled Spoon
Part 1: Rods, Reels and Line
By Capt. Rob Sabalowsky

rods and reels depends upon whether one wants to troll
with wire line or one of the new super braids:

Selecting a reed for wire-line Iralling

Anglers who want to trofl with wire line do require more
specialized gear This author uses a 4790 reel with & sturdy
chrome-gver-brass spool, The spools on aluminum-spoal
reelstend to corrode rather guickly due to the electrolyss
effect of the dissimilar metals, When exposed to an elec-
trolyte like saltwater, the spool and the stainless or Mone!
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many anglers seeking alternatives, A super aoft grade of
stainless - steel 18 now available and thie author has
switched over to using it, It so inexpensive that if it gets
kinky or otherwise screwed up, it can be replaced without
any crocodile tears,

The reel will be capable of holding much more than 100
vards of wire., Therefore, one neads o add backing, In my
opinton, monofilament |s & poor choice. Ower time, it
becomes brittle, dégrades and kimks, IT-also-ztretches,
which is nof good. Dacron in 50 or Gi-pound class dizme-
ters works well as baclng. It ‘packs tightly without



the explosive rubber band qualities of monofilament and it
does not stretch or rot. Conneet the wire to the Dacron
with an Albright knot, wind it onto the reel and tie on about
20 feet of Bi-pound test monofilament to the wire with
another Afbright knot, While it may sound a bit lengthy, the
20 feet of leader is necessary 2o the wire s not dangling
it the tip of the rod, causing kinks and loops as the fish
comes hoat-side. With the 20-foot leader, the sngler will
have several wraps of monofilament already on their spoal.

Stripers are not line-shy; so fluorocarbon leader is not
hecessary Additionalty, heavy fluorocarbon tends to be stiff
and more difficult to tie knots with than heavy monofila-
ment.

At the business end of the leader, He on a top quality snap
gwivel. Palomar knots provide a near 100-percent knot
strength but are difficull to e with even 80-pound
mohofilament leader: A Trilene knot, while slightly less
dependable, is good enough. It's easier to tie, and it makes
the weakest point of the svatem where it's mose beneficial,
at the end. In other words, it's better to loose a spoon
instead of all the wire and possible the hacking, too.

Markisy wire

When trolling, it is rave to have less than 150 feet of wire
deployed. One cin judge the first 75 or 100 feet by eye,
comparing the drop back to the length of the hoat.
Therefore, 150-feet 15 about right for the first mark, Most
anglers use 20 to 24-gauge telephone wire, However,
these light gauges can crush and slide if they get snagged
in the bp or ina guide, In this author's opinion, 18 gauge is
a better choice. 1t"s a little heavy, but it's really solid. Wind
a pigce into the wire with & "Haywire Twist”, The mark
should end up being about 2 to 2 1/2-inches long. Then, at
200 feet, and at 250 feet, wind in two more marks respec-
tively. Using different colors of telephone wire on each
mark gives one the ahility to know how far the drop back
is at 8 glance, | patriotically use red, white and blue.

Some anglers use the new Spro swivels for markers,
Unfortunately, they do tend to hang up in the tiptop and
guides more than the telephone wire does. These anglers
say that if a section of wire gets damaged, with the swivels
one can discard that piece and “haywire" in a new piece,
Well, this angler's take is that if a section between the tele-
phone wire marks gets damaged, one can always stick in a
new piece using those swivels; or better yet, they can just
cut the wire at the bad spet and splice it wire-to-wire with
2 Haywire twist, It works great!

The trolling red
Most spoon-trolling aficdionados profess that 3 long, soft,

show-tapered rod of 8 to 10 feet is the best as it allows the
spoom G0 worlt properly. However, over the vears, this

Are you going o spand ancther year stuck
o the beach watching tha action or oul on the
waler calching fishT
Whether you fish or nol, we've got the fght Kayak
far you.and all the gesar thal poas with it

Visit us st our Mine Hill, NJ stare or
wranw kayvakfishingstuff.eom

(973) 659-1114

Tl a5t of o foglds)
el . .

Lt belrliliL
Ui o mpremiimg,
Uteyilatriingg, biredif=nalily

[ =l "‘ ) r:'.
fe Bl Y =
el ¥, St

iz
Lot e H el Wiy

27 to d®

R ol S
o -

il

63 Pilot Drive + Brick, NJ 08723
- “Bﬂﬂ.gﬁd.iﬂgi . T§2.4TT.3_322

The Mew lersey Angler = Deernbe 2008 a9




(e B LR DI SE i O

,___-—-——'“-.H——-——_ﬂ—"-"—'

/

A haywire splice cmnm
bir used fo join two
lengths of wire, ar 1o
fix a bad spot.

A haywire twist can be
ised bt weave ina
pigce of Llelephons
wire fs 0 marker,
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Afhough convanlional wisdom ciclofes fal o leng, 5-b-10-40al soll-
acton rod & best for puling spoons. The oulbar fesls Bal o stifer 8400
wwmIMMMDmmnwmmln

angler’s ohaervations tell me that z stff B-foot rod works
just a5 well and has some distinet advantages over the long
softies. Before hammering me about this statement, listen
to the reason why, Take notice while trolling with one of
those soft mds and one will see it is arced over in a semi
circle and the rod tp 15 eoly moving sbout 3 or'd inches
with the action of the spoon. When the boat vaws or por-
poises in the chop, the tip reacts, taking up the slack or
bowing with the added drag caused by the motion of the
hoat. This actually deadens the spoon action. Put the wire-
line-rigged reel on a stiffer rod and one will ohserve that
while the rod is not bent nearly as far, the tip still pulses
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Motn: The author used Romex cabie in this phota
for llustrative purposes only.

about 3-o0r 4 inches, the zame az with the long softie.
However, in the chop, the stiff rod will jerk the spoon wild-
ly and instll an even more erratic action to the lure, Go
ahead and hammer away, but this author has had extreme-
Iy good rezults with the B<foot stff rod, and it has actually
out performed the softy when fished side by side,

For wire line spoon trolling, a rod length of 8 feet 15 aboot
right, With a stiff B-foot rod, anglers will be able to muscle
a big fish at the boat, work it around their running gear
without wrapping the fine around it, and pass the fish under
the boat if necessary.

The composition of the rod biank is also an important fac-
tor in-choosing a rod. We all love the light and powerful
graphite rods, Anglers, including this one, just cin't say
enough good things sbout them. Graphite is great for my
steelhead fly rods and shad sticks. Graphite rods used for
fipging, casting plugs or bottom fishing are simply fantas-
tic! However, many professional anglers and rod manufac-
turers ggree that for heavy-duty fshing they are not the
best choce, Trolling big spoons and having to muscle in big
bass can be a litte like “combat fshing”. Graphite rods
have an extremely thin wall and will flatten and take an oval
shape near the butt when one puts their shoulders into
them. In fact, we've seen them explode with & noise equiv-
alent to a gunshot! Being brittle and hard, they can devel-
op undetectable cracks if accidentally step on, smacked on
the T-Top or whacked against the gunnel. The result can be
frightening next time one hag to worl them hard, A good
obd fiberglass rod 15 the choice of the pros. Even an old
golid glazs rod will serve the angler well. While they are a
bit heavy, they are rugged and offer a great compromise
betwesn backbone and Bexibility.

Be sure to choose a rod that does not have a light alo-
minum reel seat. These seats will corrode quickly and split:
if one doesn't keep on top of them, Anglers will need to



wash them thoroughly
and give them a shot of
WD-40 after every use,
Heavy-duty aluminom
seats are better; but they
atill need to be washed
and lobed frequently to
keep them m good work-
ing order. The newer
graphile reel seats with:
the stainless steel hoods are acceptabie too, but make sure
they are made by one of the better-known, reputable tack-
ke manufacturers. There are some lightweight knock-offs
to steer clear of. Being from the old school, this angler still
prefers heavy chrome-over-brass reel seats,

At a minimum, the tiptop thould be carbide and if all the
rodl guides are cartnde that t5 even better! A roller Hptop is
aleo'a workable choice, but is not necessary,

Tralling spooss with supsr bralds

necessary.”

Many reels work well with the new super hraids. Smaller,
hghter reels than those used for wire are satisfactory for
the braids. Anglers can £t many, many yards of these thin
diameter lmes on the spool; 5o there is no need for back-
ing. For trofling spoons, this author likes 1o use S0-pound
braid. While some anglers use lighter braids, this one

L1

Soft and Strong
Huge Profile in Water
Life-like Action

Out-casts Other Soft Baits ¥
New Bunker Color
Greatar Durability

4 :I':;L.

“With a stiff 8-foot rod, anglers will be able to
miuscle a big fish at the boat, work it around

their running gear without wraphing the line
around i, and pass the fish under the boat if

prefers the security of
the heavier line, The fil-
aments of beaids are
microscopic and if it
scuffs or rubs on the
boat or running gear, it
will “fuzz it up” pretty
guickly. Severely scutfed
line can legve one with
next to nothing hetween
rod and spoon, The costed braids still kave that tendency
and the coating will rub off with use. Sure light braids are
the beat for many applications, like bottom Gshing, but are
risky when used for trolling. The 80-pound-class lines can
take 4 scuffing and keep on fishing with some margin of
safety.

It's easy to mark drop-back lengths on braid, A light col-
ored braid is a good choice when marking it is the plan,
Again, bass are not line-shy, o the Hght color shouldn't
affect the end result. Te reduce its visibility, blacken the
Brst 20 feet of the braid with & black indelible Magic
Marker, Continue by marking the line at 50-foot {ncre-
ments starting at 150, One can use the following code to
determing the drop back. Add a 1-inch stripe for every 50
feet, and & 2-inch stripe for every 100 feet of line.
Therefore, at the 150-foot mark, code the lne with s 1-inch
stripe and a 2-inch stripe, with a 2-inch separation between

& [ BeTs
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the stripes. At the 200-foot mark, put two, 2-inch stripes,
and at 250 feet, add two, 2-nch stripes and one, I-inch
girip. The marks will tend to wash out over time, so just
oceasionally touch them up with the marker before they
fade completely. If one wants to gel fancy, they can use difs
ferent colored markers,

Anglers can tie a drail directly to braided line with a
Palomar knot. Other knots don't work: as well with the
braids, An B-foot Feader should be tied to the drail and & top
quality snap swivel added on the end of the leader Unlike
trolling with wire line, & 20-font leader 15 not necessary.
since the angler will not be able (o wind the drail thiough
the rod's guides, once the drail comes to the surface a
shorber more manggeable leader 15 best.

A 610 10-ounce drail petsa spoon down abodt the same
as wire, bul it may be too much or not enough depending
upon the spoon. Make up a few leaders with drails of 4, 8,
Band 10 ounces, A-spool of wire weighs aroond 1 pound, 30
a 10-cunce drail is not too much,

Tie B-foot leaders bo the selection of drails and tie snap
swivels o the busimess ends of each. Toeasily use the pre-
tied leaders of different weights, tie a'snap swivel directhy
to the braid: One can accommedate thelr needs by snap-
ping on different drails to use for different trolling condi-

tions of different spoons. This system really. comes. i
handy when trolling over uneven boflom or sharply vary-
ing depths.

Rods for trolling with braid

When trolling spoons with brasded line, ane can use the
same rods that are used for wire-line trofling, with one
exception. A roller np should never be used with braid.
Braid can ride up on the edge of the mller and the roller
edge will abrade the line. The bptop should be carbide, and
it's even better if all the guides are carbide. But be careful
about banging such gudes around. Carbide 1578 very hard
and brittle material, If one bangs it around it can crack. One
will never zee the almost invisible crack, but after hevimg
bwo or theee rigs cut off for no apparent feason, 3 Smact
angler will figure out it's a ¢racked carbide tipbop. It's hap-
pened to this duthor twice, but the second time | caught on
quickly. Mow [ ireat my trolling rods with gentleness, being
carefil mot to bang them around,

Editar’s Note Capl, Rob Sahdlmesky o5 the owner af
Torrmgment Grade Tockle, & company that shecializes i foo-
ductny bieber spocns, rod Figsers and offer Bigh giality
tralling gear For move informalion, vist weelgtacklecom.
Putrt ITof thiz series will deal with spoon selection. Look for it

i mext month's fssne,

Don't let time-consuming home
repairs keep you off the water.

CALL €L VENTURES GROUP TODAY!

Owur staff of highly skilled professionals
will help keep your home looking beadurti-
ful and its systems working properly.
= Complete residential remodaling service

= Full additions
= Decks, privacy fencing, concrote work
-Hnduw and door Installation and repair

- 4ﬂlng and gutters

. l"lumhlng, electrical HVAC installation/repair
= 24-hour -n-rgm:y service avallable
* Fully licensed and insurad

“Let us handle the work, so
you can aniny your life.”
(856) 468-0734
Gl (609) 2025048 for nmm
NJHIC Reg. # ﬁHHHEE&;#ﬂﬂ

IT FLOATSI IT RATTLES!

SMACK-IT!!!

F-3

The Hottest Topuwater
Lure In The Novtheast!

S8machk-lt Popper - 57, 1 1/4 ounce
Smack-It Jr. - 3 3/4", 3/4 ounce

Super Holographic Finish
Withstands The Toughest Conditions

atillwater Y

PO Box 150, Lititz, PA 17543
717-949-4022

www stillwater-lures.com
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