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By Captain Matt Baryshyan
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ON THE EALL, ANCHORED,

DRIFTING or MIGHT TROLL
NO, YES, YES, YES

When we prepare o nighe fish at
the canyon, rushing o find a Ball i
the last thing on our minds. My
first prioriey 15 to find che bait and
the fish and if we were successful in
catching up to the tuna on the troll
in the late afeernoon, we are going
to hang in the area where we
cawght our fsh. it s calm our we
will mose likely o up from our
last trolling set and begin a nice
long drift,

If there is 2 sea running less than
u thied of cur beam we will deift
with a chute rigged shore 1o our
breast cleat o keep the boar steady
beam to the sea.

Apything maore than a sea ower
tour feer, we will anchor up once
we have found the bait and the fish
and we da this by slow trolling our
Might Bars,

Fhis lure, is & traditional trolling
bar with in-line light stick holders
dispersed nside the shell squids
giving the lure 3 bio-luminescent
ook thar s deadly. We run twra bars

Slow-trofling our night bars produced this beautiful tuna,

70 feer back with our underwater
hghts on. lighting up the wake.
While: we are looking for the hai
and fish, with this system, we are
actually fishing. The strike is always
unexpected m the dark, and we et
some weird looks from the other
boats as we ol by them, but it
eeally gets ws located an the fish
and once we have found 2 good
concentraton of them and the bait,
we anchor up for che nigh,

DROPPING THE HOOK

i AMAMDA LEE we CACTY 1
lictle less than a mile of anchor line
that has 45 feet of chain ateached ta
the best cheap anchor we can find.
Fhe line i carried on the bow in
baskets 600 feer 1 each and the
remainder down in the anchor
locker, We can easily anchor with
this system in up to BH feer of
water. The best part is that we will
be anchoring on the fish wot
Looked up to a ball where we hope
the fish are and where we hope all
night that the lobsterman is not m
the neighborhood. There is nothing
wisrse than being in the middle of 2
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hot bite with a good sea running
when you suddenly have to ger off
the  ball landlard

showed: wp. T lobstered my way

becanse che

through college and have a healthy
respect for the Jobstering erade. Tr is
teugh, brucish work and while my
Lectle boat may not have an affect an
the man’s gear, the guy in che 54
Bertram next to me 15 going o roan
that lobsterman’s ser and thorough-
ly piss him off for the rest of us.
Now when | see him coming while
| am bhappily working a fish, T take
great comtort i that [ am my own
man out there and those fish under
my keel are AMANDA LEE fish!

A FEW TIPS ON ANCHORING

. I}a noc vse a windiass: Even a
free~drop will not be able ro drop
down ‘with the contral thar is
needed to be just the right speed
and wvertical enough for you to
get canght,

2.5end ong or two men up o the
bow with flotation suspenders on,
o excuses, and a thied man in the
cockpit with:a PRI and a throw
lne watching: If you don't have the
thied man just send one man for-
ward keeping one aft warching
with the FIOE

4. Make sure the anchor 5 facing
with the flukes pointed towards the
bow then drop the anchor carefully
over straight down. | say this anly
because 1 have been on enough
boats: out theee that 1n haste, a
fouled anchor is set out and no one
can understaind why son can’s hold
boteom. ¥ou as the captain have 1o
rake sure the boat 5 kept stanan-
ary at this fime not being forward
of the anchor line or shding back.
When the anchor reaches the bot-



T

con, let the boat set slewhr bein

careful nmot (o ler her get beam o
the 4ea or vou will never carch.
cire i

Femember, take your

waork slowly
4. ¥ou

one and a half gmes the amoant

now need to ler ac least

of hne that vou just et over the

side foc ic will fake ac least the

same amount of time that e did
for you o drap the anchor oo the
Proctom ekl

5. %ou will be down oo che last
third of your lime swhen vou will

teel a0 solid  hook-up with
the anchor.

Mprain, work methodically, snug
her vp and you should be home for
the night. Trust me, it feels great

I'll."IJ'.lg On: ¥FOUr own gear [or the

tight and not trespassing ol s0nie-

one else's! Ohoand lasdy, THAILM,

CHAIN, CHATRY e e 45 feet
of chaim on our anchor and 1t 15 chi
kew too keeping the aochor caught

in that great a depch,

CREATING AN EVENT
A FORK LIFT OF BAIT
bsair sngle

g order for -2

overnighter consists of the following;

four flars of burcerfish, oo flae of

herring and owo flaes of sardines. We
abso carry ar least eught large trollng
sequuicls, v cans ol mackerel chum eo
get the bairsh and squid around the
boat to jump.stare the shck, and ac
beast M) pounds: of thish whether it s
speEaripg of peanuc bunker and moso
of the ime we dre mking at least a
couple hundred pounds of peanut
buinker that we net belore che trip,
and that’s for a single pvernigheer!

Am | cerafiable? Maybe, but I'm

not crazy enough to think that three
Tietle chunks of buerfish doled over
the side: cecasionally 15 going o be
eroiigh tooattrace, let alome hokd, a
sehoeod ol yelblonfin una! O under-
Walcr J'-l_u!'.[:‘*- AIc BLCCERE .'.lld CTeats a
wide enough arc that the bag and
squid -stay wath 1s and provide 3 live
slick  all

Yellowfin tuna, unbke the

element  © our might:
bluefin
who feed moan echelon are swarm,
fremzy fieeders, and mrust me, no self
respecting  swartm of :.-\'.'".l.".‘"'.".'j.ll'l BrLs
excited with three preces of butper-
fish, W thmooe 1 o 15 chunks owver
af a e, ||.||'¢1 R e B U IJ|'I '\'\:Ir.h al
seoop of peanut bunker mped in,
With a gallon of water inoo buckes,
W sptay b over the side o make
rain bait sound. We even use under-
water calls made foan cocomar halls

that  we 53w o the Dhiscovery

FISH THE BIG ONE!
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aur boat.

Channel o give owr total presenta-
ton the sound of a school of fish
being frenzied, Once we hook up, we
double the chumming quantity and
frequency: basically going into @ fren-
2 ourselves so the fish sty wich s
unol we fll owr limie You can never
have too much bait and wvoun will
never over feed o yellowhn woa.
Coreare anevent of sght, sound, scent,
and plenty of food then prepare to
gt busy!

TACKLE

We have a foll cadre of conunit-
ted chunking and jigging tackle
rigged and ready to po imto the
water when we ransition from the
troll to the chunk. We keep our
trolling rods set up for trolling and
our chunking rods set op for
chunking. Because we ser up thas
why we save at-Jeast 30 minuces of
crangition tme from the troll to the
chunk and feom the chunk to the

This native fish and shark eall
provides a frenzied underwator
sound that attracts the fishto

troll. Having the extra tods never
hurts especially when vow arve TIHF
miles at sea with no tackle shops.
Jusc have a place to safely stow
them out of the way, Having the
trolling and chunking rods com-
mutted really is 3 great thing when
you make the change from night to
day ar day v night fishing. Just one
less ching to do when that sixth
Peed Bull hasn't kicked i vet. Our
rodds are 3 combination of Secker
and Reddington E glass hybrid
standup tods which means they are
b 1/2" which gives us the ability 1o
keep the lines out of the screws
when chunking. We use Penn 50
TW and the new Shimanag two
speed TLDY 50% that we really like
for chunking because they are
lighter than the Penn. For line we
have been really impressed with the
Berkley Big Game Ocean Blue 80-
pound test which is very saft and
stromg and not horribly expensive, [
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can spool two 50 TW'S for $34,00,
less than the cost of ane 50 yard
spool of flusrocarbon, What can 1
say! Despite the opinions of my

crew, 1'm oot cheap, just a cautious
shopper when it comes to buying
the best gear 1 can for my boat
without going broke in the process.

ENERGIZE ME

We always have a hot, large ther-
maos of Costa Rican coffee that we
senck up on when we are down
there. Thas rich brew would have
even kept Bap Van Winkle up if he
had a cup. We have a big bagker of
encrgy bars, Snickers and a cooler
of Fed Bulls. Obsessed? Mayhe,
but | can go to the best spas in the
world und sleep to my heart’s
content for the couple grand that
wi spend going to the canvon: In
the end, sleeping on a small boat in
the maddle of the Adantic with the
biggest baddese fish in the ocean















